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33. Cervico-Braclnal Neuralgia, treated by the Constant Current. —Dr. 
Buzzard read before the Clinical Society of London, May 12th, 1871, the 
case of a woman set. 65, who had suffered for three months from paroxysms of 
agonizing pain in the neck and right arm, which attacked her several times 
every hoar, night and day, depriving her of rest and rendering her arm useless. 
The neuralgia had followed seizures which sufficiently indicated its central 
origin, and this, coupled with the age of the patient, and the degeneration of 
her tissues, rendered its cure in the highest degree improbable. Applications 
of a sedative character had been useless in relieving her suffering. A constant 
current derived from ten cells (increased afterwards to fifteen cells) of a Weiss’s 
battery was applied from time to time between the cervical vertebrae and the 
hand, with the effect of producing remarkable relief to her pain, insomuch that 
at one time she thought herself cured. Under the influence of this treatment 
the patient was enabled to sew, and to cut her food with the right hand, which 
had previously been so helpless that she was forced to lift it with the other. 
With the view of testing the effects of the application, it had been intermitted 
on several occasions, and other remedies, as blisters, sedatives, and tonics, had 
been employed, but these failed in preventing the paroxysms of pain. Summing 
up the results of treatment, Dr. Buzzard said that out of sixteen applications 
of the constant current, ten had been followed by very great and well-marked 
relief, two by moderate relief, and four by very slight relief. Dr. Buzzard 
brought the case forward not as one of cure of neuralgia, but as a good example 
of the effects of the constant current in relieving pain, and he drew attention 
to the process because he believed it was as yet very little employed for this 
purpose in this country, although, as was well known, its efficacy had been per¬ 
fectly recognized and insisted upon abroad for many years past. 

Dr. Anstie offered, as a pendant to Dr. Buzzard’s case, two examples of the 
treatment of neuralgia with the constant current, one successful, the other un¬ 
successful. He remarked that the effect of the constant current in neuralgia 
was very remarkable, but that there were, as yet, some unexplained anomalies 
in its action. In the large majority of cases it acted as a palliative most strik¬ 
ingly. In a not inconsiderable number of cases it appeared to cure the disease 
absolutely. But in a few examples, like the second case he had read, without 
any discoverable reason, it failed to produce any good results. As a general 
rule it was far less effective in the neuralgias of old persons, with degenerated 
tissues, than in younger subjects. But occasionally even a young subject, like 
his second patient, quite failed to derive benefit from it.— Lancet, May 20,1871. 

34. Bromide of Potassium in Epilepsy. —Dr. Lutz states, in Berliner klinische 

Wochenschr., 1871, No. 18 (we quote from the Centralblatt f. d. Med. TTVs- 
senschaften, July, 1871, No. 28), that he has administered the bromide of potas¬ 
sium in ten cases of epilepsy. In three of the cases the paroxysms had been 
entirely suspended for six months, while in the remainder of the cases the inter¬ 
vals of their recurrence were greatly extended. He began with from 1 to 3 grm. 
per diem, and gradually increased the daily dose up to 10-20 grm. The curative 
powers of a combination of bromide of potassium with bromide of ammonium 
are greatly extolled by Dr. L. He has derived, also, good effects from the use of 
bromide of potassium in nervous headaches. In cases of nocturnal eneuresis the 
remedy has proved promptly successful. D. P. 0. 

35. Bydrotherapeut.ic Treatment of Beo-typhus. —In the Wiener Medicin. 
Wochenschr., 1871, Dr. Kruegkola, from the medical clinic of Professor 
Duchek in Vienna, reports that 60 patients affected with typhoid fever were 
subjected to the “cold-water treatment.’’ That is to say, from 6 o’clock A.M. 
to io P.M. the patients were subjected to a full bath of cold water of 15°, at 
such intervals as was found necessary to keep the temperature of the patient’s 
body at 39° O. For comparison sake, 26 other typhoid patients were taken, 
without selection, and treated in the ordinary manner. Of the first group 28.3 
per cent, died, of the last 26.9 per cent. Consequently, it is to be inferred that 
the cold-water bath had no influence either upon the final termination of the 
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disease, nor, as a special analysis of the eases shows, upon the occurrence of 
complications.— Gentralblatt f. d. Med. Wissenschaften, May, 1871, No. 21. 

D. P. C. 

36. The Sesquichloride of Iron [Ferri Chloridi, U. S. P.] as a Prophylactic 
in Acute Rheumatism. —Dr. Anstie states ( Practitioner , Sept. 1871) that “a 
considerable number of persons present themselves in my out-patient room, in 
the course of twelve months, suffering from the preliminaries of acute rheuma¬ 
tism ; it is one of the small group of really serious diseases (amongst a much 
larger variety of trivial complaints) which occupy one’s attention in out-patient 
practice, and was formerly a matter of great dissatisfaction to me, from the 
apparently almost total failure of remedies to produce any effect. Whereas 
threatenings of gout could be very commonly dealt with in such a manner as 
to prevent the attack, or render it trivial, the onset of acute rheumatism 
seemed never to be averted by drugs when once the prodromata had reached 
the stage which pretty frequently presented itself before me, viz., a more or 
less obscure aching of several joints,' a yellow sallowness of face, with patches 
or streaks of dusky redness, blanket-like furring of tongue, an oily moisture 
of skin, a distinct though slight elevation both of pulse and temperature, 
and a certain anxiety of respiration. So far as the history of such patients 
could be traced, they were almost invariably found to have developed the full 
symptoms of the acute disease, and very often (after once seeing them in the 
out-patient room) one encountered them, a few days later, in a ward of the 
hospital. 

‘■Very different have been the results of treatment since I adopted the use 
of full doses of sesquichloride of iron from the first moment of such cases 
presenting themselves. During the past twelve months I have done this fully. 
Whenever a patient has presented himself with articular pain and slight fever 
that were plainly of the rheumatic and not of the gouty type, he has been at 
once placed on thirty or forty minim doses of the tincture of sesquichloride, 
from three to six of which, according to the severity of the symptoms, have 
been given in each twenty-four hours. I have several times called the 
attention of students to the fact that (unlike what used to happen) these 
cases now reappear in my out-patient room on my next hospital day; and in 
the great majority of instances declare themselves greatly relieved. Since 
July, 1870, I have treated twenty-nine such patients, of whom thirteen had 
previously had one or more regular attacks of rheumatic fever, for the symp¬ 
toms now referred to, with the full doses of iron ; and of these, seventeen 
have lost all pyrexia and spontaneous joint-pain within the three or four 
days elapsing before my next day at the hospital. Only three have, under 
my own eyes, developed the full acute disease, and been sent into the ward. 
Of the remaining nine, four disappeared altogether from my knowledge, so 
that I cannot say what became of them; the other five, though their symp¬ 
toms were checked, remained in a state of what might be described as sub¬ 
acute rheumatism during from ten to twenty-two days. 

“ I cannot help remarking with emphasis on the contradiction to old ideas 
which is involved in the effect of this iron treatment upon the furred tongue. 
Of course it becomes speedily blackened; but so far from the furring increas¬ 
ing, or the dryness and foul taste becoming more pronounced, what commonly 
happens is, that after a few days the epithelial coating falls off in considerable 
patches, and the tongue soon cleans altogether. I believe the prophylactic 
treatment of rheumatism by the sesquichloride to be one of the most valuable 
recent improvements in medicine.” 

37. Treatment of Psoriasis by Balsam of Copaiba. —Dr. H.S. Purdon calls 
attention (Journal of Cutaneous Medicine) to the balsam of copaiba as an ex¬ 
cellent remedy for psoriasis. He says that during the last eight months he 

1 I have, on the contrary, known pain in or near a single joint (sometimes simu¬ 
lating neuralgia), with slight fever, sallow skin,&c., yield to iodide and bicarbonate 
of potash. 



